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2014/1/1 Francis Chen

God has a plan for everyone. We just have to trust Him that He has our best interest in His heart for us.
It came as a big surprise to find out that His plan for me is to face a future with cancer. It is God™ s
timing as to when He will call me home. It 1s my role to continue to have faith in Him.

When I think about the future, I see my personal struggles with cancer, with possible treatment and side
effects, maybe even a shorter lifespan. I see challenges on managing day to day living expenses,
children” s college education, and hopefully, retirement. I also think about who will help influence and
advise my children as they face challenges if I am not around. I often think about God™ s promise to
Abraham: Trust Me. What does this mean and how do I do this?

I know that my struggles with cancer will be a challenge. I know that it will involve countless visits
with the doctor and endless examinations. I know that the effects of the drugs will be harsh and will
require patience and strength. But I know that God and my family will be with me. I know there are 2
possible outcomes. I will either continue to live or I will die. If I continue to live then all 1s well. If I
die, I have assurance that I will be with God in Heaven.



If T die then who will look after my family? How will they live? Who will pay the bills? What about
college? My wife (Amy) and I have discussed this topic about what to do if I am not here with her. It 1s
a strange topic but a necessary one. We have spoken about our financial situation and how to move
forward without me. I have told her my personal desires for the children and for her. God has blessed
us 1n so many different ways and we have been good stewards of His blessings.

The children are very close to their mother. She will continue to be an influence in their lives. They
will reach out to her for support when they need it. And my wife has her family to support her if she
needs any help. We know God will provide for them.

So what does it mean to trust God? For me, it means a sense of peace if and when I begin cancer
treatment. It means having assurance that if I die, I will be in Heaven with God. It means knowing that
we have been good stewards of His blessings so that Amy and the children will be taken care of. It
means that the children are close to Amy and will go to her for comfort.

I do not completely understand God™ s plan for me. I struggle with my having cancer at times with
anger, at times with humor, at times by just ignoring it. I ask myself, “why me?” I wanted to work
until I am 70 years old. I want to see grandkids. I want to die when I am 90 and not before. I know that
this is still possible. But if I should die, I am at peace because I sense God™ s touch and His plan for
my family. I feel that I will be missed but my wife and children will continue on. I am sad that I will
not be there with them to hear about their experiences or their joyful news. But I know that God has a
plan for them and He wants the best for them. I know in God™ s timing we will all be together in
Heaven.
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Below is a brief update of what has been happening in the second half of 2013:
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1. Pastoral Search

We have invited our pastoral candidate, Brother Haihua Gu, to preach at our church four times
during the past few months. He has also joined different groups and had wonderful fellowship
meetings with brothers and sisters.
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2. Missionary Support
On 9/29/2013 the church invited Peter and Wing Yau from Columbia Chinese Christian Church
to share their testimony and call from God to be His workers. They will be starting their
missionary work in a Muslim country in 2014. On 11/10/2013, we had Rene and Brooke Pizzati,
missionaries to Honduras, join us to preach and introduce their ministry during 2013. GCCC has
been supporting their missions since May 2013. Our church also supports Brother Xu Fan’s work
in China, Sister Ruth Wong’s missionary work in Niamey, Niger, John Sexton’s medical
missionary work around the world, and Pastor Kuong Wong’s missionary work in Muslim
countries. We thank the Lord for having the opportunity to co-work with these missionaries.
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3. Disciple Training

GCCC currently has three adult Sunday classes and two youth and children classes. We also
have three Bible study groups meeting weekly: Joy Group, Thanksgiving Group, and Women’s
Bible Study Group. The Spartanburg Group meets biweekly and Heavenly Grace Group meets
bimonthly.
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4. Fall Picnic

The Church Fall Picnic was held on 10/5/2013. More than 100 brothers, sisters and friends
gathered together outside to enjoy the food, weather, and had wonderful fellowship. We also
had several brothers and sisters share their testimony with us.
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5. OASIS
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The next issue of our church magazine OASIS 10 is coming up. Thanks to those who shared
their personal testaments and contributed uplifting spiritual articles to the church’s publication,
especially those co-workers who have dedicated their service since the publication of the first

issue of OASIS many years ago.
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6. Coworkers

B Lo R P
Ea AN e RS I T I Ejfyqiﬁ'yfﬁ_

ETPUPLAFIST i o A%

o

Many thanks go to our 2013 Coworkers, Francis Chen, Michael Hong, Harry Hu, Jonathan Qiao
Jinwu Zhang, and Wei Zhao for their hard work during the past year. New Coworkers for 2014
are Francis Chen, Harry Hu, Fuan Yang, Jinwu Zhang, Adam (Yue) Liu, Sonny Chastain and

Wei Zhao
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The Youth Fellowship offers middle
school and high school students a time
to sing, pray, study the Bible,
participate in service activities,
with, and support each other. We meet
Friday evenings at the Greenville
Chinese Christian Church and
occasionally at members’ homes. We are

share

studying the book of 1 Samuel now, one
chapter per week. Thanks for all your



support and encouragement in helping
these youths to grow in God s stature
and wisdom to be godly young men and
young women for Him. For more
information, please contact Yuguang 801-
3520 or Francis & Amy Chen 469-9741.
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BCARN:  BREUE 864-316-2828 or Wi %
864-574-6829

Good News Fellowship is held in
Spartanburg biweekly.
studying the gospel of John.

Location: 1529 John B. White Blvd,
Suite C, Spartanburg, SC 29301.

Time: 7:00-8:30pm every other Monday

You are invited to join us for the Bible
study and fellowship.
additional information, please contact
Katsu So 864-316-2828 or Fuan Yang 864-
574-6829.

Currently we are
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Please contact Yue Adam Liu if you are
interested (585-202-1351).
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8643600032 (cell) ; Email:
danieldeyingkong@gmail. com

Contact: Daniel Kong at 864-360-0032
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*Agape Fellowship:

Sonny Chastain & Haiyan Du are leading
the Bible study in Agape English
Institution. Time: Every Monday from
12:15PM - 1:10PM. Address: 3-D
Cleveland Ct, Greenville, SC 29607._It
is designed for non—-believers or new
believers. Lunch is provided. For more
information, please call Haiyan Du at

864-939-8188.
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Hihik: 3-D Cleveland Ct Greenville, SC
29607
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*English Sunday School:
Sunday 9:30 in Lobby

Leader Mr. Melvin Brown 864-288-5655
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On 2013,July 20, a total of 29 people from our Heavenly Grace Fellowship visited the Billy Graham Library
(BGL) in Charlotte, NC.
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In the library, we watched and listened to films of Billy Graham preaching to the world. As we moved from one
room to another, each showed a different period of Billy Graham’s ministry. It is amazing to see how this one
man could influence so many people in the world with the Gospel of Jesus. Billy Graham has been and
continues to be singularly devoted to the cause that God has called him. His faith in Jesus and the Kingdom
of God makes him a servant and man of God.
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His success could also be attributed to his wife Ruth, who was faithful to her calling as a homemaker raising
their five children for the Lord’s service. Ruth, a Presbyterian whose parents were missionaries in China, was
a strong woman, intelligent, articulate, and devoted to God. All her life, she gave Billy her utter devotion by
supporting his ministry. She almost singlehandedly raised her children because her husband had to travel
extensively preaching the gospel across the globe. It is amazing to see how Ruth has continued to witness to
those who visit BGL even though she passed away in June 2007.
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Ruth Graham was laid to rest in a shaded grove near the main entry. Her tombstone bore an unusual
inscription: “END OF CONSTRUCTION. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR PATIENCE.” According to
the museum, she saw these words on a highway sign and told friends that she wanted them on her

grave. There is also a Chinese character “Yi" ("Righteousness") on her gravestone. Interestingly, the
character “Yi” is made of 2 characters - "Yang" ("lamb") on top and "Wo" ("me") at the bottom - the Lamb
above me. Our ancestors might have had the idea of righteousness being imputed to us through some form
of sacrifice. Jesus died for our sins so that we may have eternal life and be “.. filled with the fruits of
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, unto the gIory and praise of God” ( Philippians 1:11).
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My wife and | enjoyed the visit to BGL very much and have planned to visit again.
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If you are interested in visiting BGL, it is located at 4330 Westmont Drive, Charlotte, NC 28217. 704-401-
3200. Admission is free. Open Mon-Sat, 9:30 am to 5:00 pm. Closed Sundays.
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May God bless you and your family.
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